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WEST AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPERS — ENTERPRISE AGREEMENT 
Statement by Member for Cockburn 

MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [12.53 pm]: I rise today to draw attention to the 110 union members and 
production employees of West Australian Newspapers Ltd who have been locked out of their workplace without pay. 
Since late 2019, WA Newspapers’ production employees—the same employees who ensure that The West Australian 
is printed each day—have been negotiating for a replacement enterprise agreement. Toward the end of November 2021, 
the management team ceased meeting with workers, forcing them to take protected industrial action. The response 
from management was to lock the workers out of the workplace without pay for three days immediately prior to 
Christmas. Since then, WA Newspapers has twice put out to a vote a proposed agreement that would drastically 
cut sick leave, redundancy entitlements, shift loadings and the pay of the lowest paid casual workers. Those proposals 
have been voted down and the workers have been subjected to further lockouts. In total, they have been locked 
out of their workplace without pay for 23 days. In August last year, Seven West Media, the parent company of 
West Australian Newspapers, reported a net profit of $318 million. In the preceding years, the company received 
$33.4 million in taxpayers’ subsidies through the federal government’s JobKeeper program. I am calling on a profitable 
company like WA Newspapers to end the lockouts and to return to the bargaining table to negotiate with the workers 
and their unions for a fair and reasonable enterprise agreement. I thank Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union 
father of the chapel, Gary Small, and AMWU organiser Alan Lindsey for their hard work leading the workers 
through this challenging period. I stand in solidarity with all the workers who are simply seeking economic security 
at work and add my voice in support of their cause. 
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